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01.Page views on The Divide (Public Senti-meter Analysis):

Month February

March

April

May (Up to 215

Total for Q04

Page views 1,447
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TAMIL PRESS DOESN'T
WANT TO FORGET; SINHALA
PRESS DOESN'T WANT
FORGIVENESS
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UNHRC: SINHALA PRESS SAYS
TOO MUCH; TAMIL PRESS SAYS
TOO LITTLE

READ THE POST

NEW CONSTITUTION: IS IT
‘FEDERAL OR IS IT ‘UNITARY"

> New Constitution: READ THE POST
; Is it ‘federal’ or is it ‘unita

INTERNATIONAL INVOLVEMENT:
TO HELP OR TO MEDDLE?

READ THE POST

NAYARU RELIGIOUS SITE:
POLAR NARRATIVES AT PLAY

READ THE POST




PRESS HEADINGS: 14 MAY
2019

How did thee Sindiala and Tansil fromt hwadin
whn«nm on 14 May 20197
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The divide between the Sinhala and
Tamil press headlines on 09 May 2019
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How did the Sinhala and Tamil press front page headings
capture the recent tensions on 14 May 2019?

\
Islandwide curfew: For North Western Province it will be \ m{i e h '"n: liyapi lm.ln::nl“ o " :";m:"
until further notice, for Gampaha it will be until 6.00am ey T o AOESHL Surtiw I e ort

Lankadeepa
Curfew imposed to calm the situation in the North ]
Western Province: For the Gampaha police division until ‘ ,@gﬁﬂ@ Islandwide curfew imposed to control violence
‘Ada 6.00am islandwide curfew ends at 4.00am j Thinakaren
“Islandwide curfew: A tense situation in Kuliyapitiya, {{
@ @ Dummalasuriya, Bingiriya, Hettipola, Kobeigane, A g’gra@ym Islandwide curfew imposed due to the violence
Mawbima pura and d { \. ThikRiar against Muslims
E’aam landwide curfew from day 9.00pm to today 4.00am: for \\_ \
Gampaha it will be imposed until 6.00am & for the North Western \ 3 o
e Province it will be imposed until further notice” - Police Media Vet ::lll:: '::;:ol:;:fe :&(ﬂfé‘:ﬁ'{:a‘ people had to
Spokesperson || Thinakkural e
‘ /
Islandwide curfew . .
Read j’iﬂlﬁ@l@l More than 300 people attack three mosques in
: Kurunegala
Thinakkural

m Islandwide curfew to ensure peace in the country ’
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02. Twitter Impressions:

Month

February

March

April

May (Up to 21st)

Total for Q04

Twitter

impressions

24,265

8,464

6,470

20,122

59,321

Some sample screenshots of tweets:

The Media Analysis @verite_tma - May 21
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Twitter Impressions
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esx¥y : bitly/2vZIbbU #thedividelk

S BBImS yHdsd: gdas ¢? g»O@BL?

Hmusind yHdsd: adaxs ¢? emdaxse? | The Divide |

Minorities International protection in the aftermath of the Easter Sunday
attacks. Sinhala press and Tamil press had divided views on it.

divide.lk

@

T 2

9




The Media Analysis @verite tma - May 16 v
How did the #SinhalaPress and #TamilPress capture the recent tensions in #lka on
14 May 20197 Find out more on: bit.ly/2EfmOqC #thedividelk #FrontPage
@NalakaG @GehanDG @sanjanah @groundviews @minormattersorg
@AmanthaP @mthulasi

How did the Sinhala and Tamil press front page headings
capture the recent tensions on 14 May 2019?

mﬁﬁ Islandwide curfew: For North Western Province it will be M‘b"}ﬁ i itiya and iya. Attacks on
e * until further notice, for Gampaha it will be until 6.00am vy, o Ml- -"1 houses. Indefinite curfew in the North
Lankadeepa A ) Virakesari  Western Provinee while istandwide curfew imposed until 4.00am

- Curfew imposed to calm the situation in the North

i
Western Province: For the Gampha police division until \ _ﬂgm e T A T
6.00am islandwide curfew ends at 4.00am
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\ \ Thinakkural e
E’@ G2 “Tstandwide curfew from yesterday 9.00pm to today 4.00am: for '\ \
Gampaha it will be imposed until 6.00am & for the North Western
Divaing | Provinee it will be imposed unlil further notice” - Pofice Media N 557765750 Da“k: ';;:“i';::' i:::?{:;h peoplehadto
Sockeoeporees 1 Thinakkural i
@ Islandwide curfew
Resa / JME@JHJ More than 300 people attack three mosques in
Kurunegala
Thinakkural s
Islandwide curfew to ensure peace in the country
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The Media Analysis @verite_tma - Apr 3 v
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UNHRC:
Sinhala press says too much
Tamil pres says too little

UNHRC: Sinhala press says too much; Tamil press says too little | Th...
Justice
divide.lk
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The Media Analysis @verite tma - Mar 29 v
WVMVSS ), BTwMMleL gLl L GMg ey FldLeD: Fmsser WM

s usHFlenaserler euFerener sreueumm aflsHwmaLiLL (B
GBS S? #thedividelk @6V oniluymigserr bit.ly/2URRKNS
@MaatramSL @JDSLanka

Nayaru religious site: Polar narratives at play | The Divide |
Minorities Tensions that erupted in Nayaru, Mullaitivu was reported
differently in the Tamil and Sinhala press. Names and motives for the ten...

divide.lk
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Some screenshots of public discussions based on The Divide tweets:

Sarinda Perera @sarindaperera - May 17 v
#lka has two distinct types of threats: (1) radical Islamist violence targeting non-

believers; (2) ultra-nationalist Sinhalese mobs targeting Muslims more generally.
Failure of Sinhala press at large to capture the latter contributes to dangerous
skewing of public understanding.

Shamara Wettimuny @shamaradw

Sinhala press, in contrast to Tamil press, fail to mention that Muslims are the
TARGETS of violence. Attacks on Muslim shops and mosques vaguely alluded
to through euphemism of ‘tense situation’. Refer to curfew instead of
violence. Why? twitter.com/verite_tma/sta...

Show this thread
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Shamara Wettimuny <
@shamaradw

Sinhala press, in contrast to Tamil press,
fail to mention that Muslims are the
TARGETS of violence. Attacks on Muslim
shops and mosques vaguely alluded to
through euphemism of ‘tense situation’.
Refer to curfew instead of violence. Why?

TR & The Media Analysis @verite tma

ssatrasaef | dew S

(e ) = —— How did the #SinhalaPress and #TamilPress capture the
== | ===== recent tensions in #/ka on 14 May 20197 Find out more
= Jem_. on:bitly/2EfmOQC #thedividelk #FrontPage @NalakaG

_______ A @GehanDG @sanjanah @groundviews ...
Show this thread

2:53 PM - 16 \v':a)' 2019

97 Retweets 130 Likes (@ @. e ' s . [ .
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‘ Tweet your reply

Shamara Wettimuny @shamaradw - May 16 v
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@ The Media Analysis @verite_tma - 3h

Ten years since the end of the war: How did the
front page headings of #SinhalaPress and
#TamilPress report on it? Find out: bit.ly/
2VQ8n6Y #May18sl| #May18 #SriLanka #lka

10 yonrs sinee the end of the war:
How did the front page headings of Sinhals and Tamil newspapers report an it?
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Sanjana Hattotuwa @ (@sanja... - 22m
Complements what | tweeted looking at
#Twitter twitter.com/sanjanah/statu...
Two entirely distinct #srilanka’s, at odds
with each other. Inter alia, a good
moment to ask @ONURgovLK et al to
explain exactly how they've measured
impact of their projects & programmes.
#lka twitter.com/verite_tma/sta...

@), 1 L B <5

Nalaka Gunawardene & @Na... - 28m
#SriLanka: A land divided and polarised
by its media? Or is #Medial k si
reflecting our deeply fractured s
#May18sl
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03. Facebook Reach:

Month February | March April May (Up to 21st) | Total for Q04
Facebook Reach | 11,023 4,471 1,422 20,123 37,039
Facebook Reach
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Some sample screenshots of Facebook posts:

Verité Research .es
March 8 - @

Ranil Wickremesinghe urged Sri Lankan communities to forget, forgive &
move forward. The Tamil press interpreted it as backtracking on commitment
to the UNHRC resolution. How do you think the Sinhala Press interpreted
the speech? #thedividelk

Read our analysis http://divide Ik/forgive-and-forget/

Tamil press doesn’t want to forget;
Sinhala press doesn’t want forgiveness

DIVIDE LK
Tamil press doesn’t want to forget; Sinhala press doesn’t want
forgiveness | The Divide |

@© O You, Stephanie Nicolle, Asanka Hendahewa and 11 others 14 Shares

il Like () comment #> Share
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Verité Research eoe
April1-Q@
B drmdd : : ; " y g

| International involvement: To help or to meddle

- Bt il

DIVIDE.LK
International involvement: To help or to meddle? | The Divide |

Sinhala press saw international involvemnt as meddling while the Tamil...

@ You, Mahoshadi Peiris and 1 other 1 Share

il Like () Comment /> Share

Verité Research .o
April3- Q@

BT LTS 2 FlanNDSET 2yLMenrwsS S @TTes (LETaNeuSSLILILL
Ue 248s0nrar Blubsmarsenss Geumams G6rmis
Cril_Lsns Amser usEflamssar Qgrlalssar. BET walls
2 FleNns6T QeneTLSEIET LI &MSsT QT SuilDd
usSflensseficr LmFeney stsorer? #thedividelk @6v
2MlBsC & meTEsmhiseT: hitps:/bit ly/2YHwWHV

UNHRC:
Sinhala press says too much
Tamil pres says too little

DIVIDE.LK

UNHRC: Sinhala press says too much; Tamil press says too
little | The Divide |

O You and 1 other 1 Share

14



Verité Research coe
23hrs- @

Ten years since the end of the war: How did the front page headings of
Sinhala press and Tamil press report on it? Find out:
https://bit.ly/2vQ3an6Y

10 years sinee the end of the war:
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O 20 26 Shares
il Like () Comment 2> Share
Verité Research .os
May 16 at 237 PM - Q@

How did the Sinhala press and Tamil press capture the recent tensions in Sri
Lanka on 14 May 2019? Find out more on: https://bit.ly/2EfmOqC
#thedividelk #FrontPage

See what we do with FrontPage - Daily delivery of Political Summaries -
http://bit.ly/VRFrontPage
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Due 1o violemer b Hettipola, peogple had to
take refuge 1 paddy felds

3 More than 300 people attack three nsosques it

D Shanthini Canagasabey. Stephanie Nicolle and 27 others 18 Shares
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Verité Research o
May 9 at 6:25PM - @
Today's main headlines in press were divided. The Sinhala press focused on
the swords that were recovered from a well in Maligawatte, while the Tamil

press focused on President Maithripala Sirisena’s statement in made in
Sainthamaruthu. Find out more: https:/bit.ly/2V7z\WDK

The divide between the Sinhala and
Tamil press headlines on 09 May 2019
\

Recovery of swords in President Maithripala Sirisena’s
Maligawatte statement in Sainthamaruthu

isusspemssre ifdmaraoy
S5 @Ekrgh Huusdust
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|

. GlvantunsCaianLm
UWIEIS6ITE & 51 @
SIDTIEUTENS]

Q0 27 2 Comments 11 Shares

il Like () Comment /> Share

Most Relevant *

0 Write a comment... © .

, Ravi Kulatunga Sad but true... Sri Lanka's division was staried,

~  embedded by our invaders for their benefit and to ensure exisience.
Sadly but truely.. 99% of our politicians have and continued to do so
and act with personal intent at the cost and detriment of the
ge... See More

Like - Reply - 1w - Edited

9 Siva Lokanathan Commending you'll for highlighting this provoking
discrepancy
Like - Reply - 1w
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