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The Code of Professional Practice of the Editors' Guild of Sri Lanka states that "In dealing with social issues of a
particularly shocking or emotionally painful nature— such as atrocity, violence, drug abuse, brutality, sadism, sexual
salacity and obscenity —the press should take special care to present facts, opinions, photographs and graphics with
due sensitivity and discretion, subject to its duty to publish in the public interest.” Similarly, ethical codes for media
reporting around the world suggests that caution should be used so as to not hurt the feelings of the relatives and
sensitiveness of the public when reporting on accidents and events of grief and shock.

However, the Thinakkural newspaper on 12 November 2018 published an article regarding the recovery of abody in
Parapukkadanthan in Mannar with a visual illustration. Considering the above mentioned ethical codes, is this
illustration appropriate? Is it ethical to publish images such as these? What do you all think?



